Enable travel for study again

It is well known that universities are severely affected by the corona crisis. But one aspect is often
neglected: the travel ban imposed by Dutch universities. Since March 2020, university administrators
have been holding their ground and banning their researchers from making international trips. It
does not matter whether a country is close by (Belgium) or has the pandemic well under control
(South Korea), whether the research is urgent or whether there is an invitation from a local
university. No is no.

| myself returned to the Netherlands almost exactly a year ago from my field research in Namibia.
Since then, my travel requests have been declined by my university. Meanwhile, a whole generation
of young scientists is facing serious career-threating problems. The travel ban affects academics
working in a wide range of disciplines: regional specialists, whom we desperately need now, as well
as archaeologists, linguists, political scientists, anthropologists and other academics who depend on
foreign archives, informants and field work sites.

It is time the government speak out about this. It is time university administrators offer tailor-made
solutions for urgent cases. And if the answer remains no - can at least some perspective be offered?
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