
What is prosperity for 
Africa?

Professor Henrietta L. Moore

Director, Institute for Global Prosperity

@glo_pro





Managing the future of the planet



Source: African Economic Outlook, 2018, p. 5

Real GDP growth in Africa, 2009 - 2019



Source: World Bank Group, 2018, p. 18

GDP 1995 -2008:

Winners & Losers



Source: African Economic Outlook, 2018, p. 5

Real per capita GDP growth in Africa, 2009 - 2019
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Formal vs. Informal Employment in Selected African Countries



Population Projections, 2015-2100

Source: UN Population division, “World Population Prospects, the 2015 Revision”



Source: Social Progress Imperative 2018 results



Source: Social Progress Imperative, 2018

Social Progress 2014 - 2018: Ghana, Malawi and Kenya



Source: Legatum Prosperity Index 2018 



The Economy We Want



Source: African Economic Outlook, 2018, p. 8

Sectoral employment shares in Africa, 2008 - 2016





‘Development, as it has been understood in recent times, is 

more than a broad conviction that human beings can do 

something to improve their lives, rather it is part of a fairly 

specific set of ideas about the world that is rooted in Europe’s 

historical experience…

For at least two centuries, writers steeped in a heroic vision 

of Europe’s achievements have extrapolated these from 

European data to produce itineraries for the future of 

humankind.’ 
Ellis, 2010: 23-24



‘Scholars have generally found it difficult to develop both a theory 

and a method for studying the economies of Africa as they actually 

function, as opposed to how they are officially deemed to function. 

The discrepancy between theoretical models in general use and the 

reality of economic life in Africa has increased considerably as a 

consequence of the liberalisation of African economies carried out 

since the 1970s.’ 

Ellis, 1997: 246



Source: United Nations



Total jobs created by SDG business opportunities by region and system - In millions

Food & Agriculture

21

Cities

32

Energy & Materials

16

Health & Well-Being

16

TOTAL: 85, 000, 000  Jobs

Source: Business & Sustainable Development Commission, 2017, p. 41



Source: https://www.groundswellinternational.org/approach/agroecological-farming/attachment/transition-to-productive-and-sustainable-farming/



Source: African Economic Outlook, 2018, p. 75

Internet penetration in selected regions of the world



Source: www.ujuzikilimo.com



Source: www.sokopepe.co.ke



Source: https://farmerline.co/products/









Did you know…

Africa has the 

fastest growing 

mobile market in the 

world



Source: https://issuu.com/shujaazfm/docs/chapter_105



Source: http://africasoilhealth.cabi.org/wpcms/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Compost-comic.pdf



Top African Countries with Tech Hubs

Source: gsma.com/ecosystemaccelerator



Silicon Savanah: why Nairobi is the next world tech capital



Source: African Economic Outlook, 2018, p. 70

Preliminary figures on investment needs by 2025

Power
100% Urban Electrification

95% Rural Electrification

$35 – 50 Billion

Water & Sanitation
100% Access in Urban & Rural Areas

$56 – 66 Billion

IT & Communication
50% Mobile Coverage

10% Fibre Coverage

$4 – 7 Billion

Transport
80% Preservation

20% Development

$35 – 47 Billion
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We can't solve problems by using 

the same kind of thinking we used 

when we created them. 

Albert Einstein
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