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PETITION TO THE NEW DUTCH ENVOY FOR EBOLA, HANS DOCTER, AND TO
THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF EUROPEAID, MR FERNANDO FRUTUOSO DE
MELO, ABOUT THE EBOLA EMERGENCY

Preamble

The Ebola epidemic is developing into a global crisis and a local disaster in the
most affected countries, particularly Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea,

especially affecting women and girls.

In August 2014, the WHO and the US government declared the three West African
countries as a disaster zone and demanded urgent action.

On 1 September, West African NGOs issued a “Civil Society Statement on the Current Ebola
Crisis in West Africa”, asking for the appointment of an ECOWAS Special Envoy on Ebola.
The African Studies Centre in Leiden launched a special website about the Ebola virus in
early September, also with information coming from the most affected countries
themselves®.

! (http://countryportal.ascleiden.nl/2014-ebola-outbreak)
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The US Africa Network issued a statement “We Must All Respond to Ebola” on 19
September and five days later, on 24 September, the International Colloquium on
Women’s Leadership in Peace Building, supported by Cordaid, Tilburg University and the
African Studies Centre in Leiden, made an appeal, sighed by many prominent Dutch,
Belgian and other European citizens, to the European Union for immediate action to be
taken to fight the Ebola epidemic.

On 14 October, the International Colloquium on Women’s Leadership in Peace Building
issued the Harare Declaration after its Pre-Africa Works! Conference in Zimbabwe with an
urgent plea for action regarding the Ebola outbreak. The Harare declaration expressed
great concern, noting that 75% of the victims of Ebola are women.

It is becoming clear that beyond the Ebola crisis more and more people die of Malaria,
unaccompanied deliveries because the health system s are imploding.

There is every reason to be worried. Not enough is being done, and what has

been done, has not been done fast enough.

We, the participants of the Africa Works! Conference (Leiden, 16 and 17
October 2014), would like to urge:

- Mr Fernando Frutuoso De Melo, Director General of EuropeAid,

- Mis Lilianne Ploumen, Netherlands Minister for Foreign Trade and
Development Cooperation,

- Hans Docter, The newly appointed Envoy for Ebola,

to support five major goals at the level of the European Union, the Dutch
government, national governments of affected countries and the United
Nations, in a concerted effort to restrict the spread of the Ebola virus:

(1) STOP EBOLA NOW!

¢ Increase the availability of controlled treatment, testing and burial
centres, reinforce contact-tracing facilities that enable vigorous case
management to stop transmission. Assure the presence of protective
equipment clothing and other materials in health centres and
hospitals

e Support fast-track training of local health workers and
communication workers and acknowledge the crucial role being
played by women as carers. Provide local and international medical
personnel, social workers, and caretakers.



Assure that medical staff is available and provide them with needed
insurances in case of possible infection and transportation and
logistic support to and in the affected areas

Mobilize resources for community care centres with ownership and
participation by the communities themselves, and with a recognized
role for women

Provide adequate care (and food, salt and water) for the patients and
families placed in quarantine. Provide food and safe drinking water
at affordable prices in the affected communities

Support contingency planning in other countries in Africa and help
them prepare for possible outbreaks and assist by immediately
isolating any new outbreaks

Support the development and production of adequate vaccines

(2) EQUAL ACCESS AND AFFORDABLE HEALTH IS A HUMAN RIGHT SO
TREAT PUBLIC HEALTH IN THE POOREST AREAS OF AFRICA AS A GLOBAL
PUBLIC GOOD

Ensure access to basic health care for all, starting now, together with
national governments, assisted by the international community in
partnership with the UN system, governments, NGOs, the knowledge
sector, the business community (for example Western Union,
Heineken, Philips, phone call companies), Diaspora and grassroots
level. An inclusive strong health system is needed. Ensure
coordination, accountability, and transparency in the whole process
from short term actions to long term provisions.

Increase people’s trust in the public health system by providing
dependable, affordable and respectful healthcare and maintain
contact with traditional healers and religious leaders.

Acknowledge the crucial role of women in providing care by involving
them in the design and implementation of healthcare training and
healthcare provision at all levels

The Dutch focus on sexual and reproductive health and rights should
go hand in hand with a broader right to public health.

Provide caregivers (including medical) and families of deceased with
support (i.e. psychosocial support, pension fund) to enable them to
continue to work and to deal with loss.



(3) COUNTER ECONOMIC DESTRUCTION IN THE MOST-AFFECTED
COUNTRIES

e Avoid that the governments in the most affected countries get
caught in a debt crisis while coping with this emergency.

e Improve local-government and private-sector (including banking and
micro-credit) capabilities to support economic recovery

e Stimulate the development of the productive sectors, particularly
agriculture, and support infrastructure projects

e |solate the virus, not the countries

(4) STRENGHTEN EDUCATION AND AWARENESS

e We call on the Dutch media (including small media) to be provided
with means to develop educative programs to sensitize the
populations in Ebola-affected countries and also in Western
countries; Media Human resource building is part of this inquiry

e We call on the artists and communication specialists, who are
empowered to initiate or to actively take part in public information
campaigns on prevention and transmission of the Ebola. These can
happen via road-shows, film screenings, theatrical pieces

(5) FACILITATE BETTER COORDINATION AT EU LEVEL

e Ensure that Women’s leadership with connections to women in the
affected countries and with expertise in Africa are included among
the Envoys appointed to coordinate the Ebola response.

e Encourage the European Union to have its own Ebola coordinator (in
collaboration with the existing UN Ebola coordinator) and enable the
new Dutch Special Envoy for Ebola, Hans Docter, to co-ordinate the
various Dutch responses by government, NGOs, migrant
organisations, knowledge centres and business, and to connect these
initiatives with European and global initiatives to avoid duplication
and speed up short- and long-term responses.

Initiated by Mirjam van Reisen (International Colloquium on Women’s leadership and
Peace Building) and Ton Dietz/Gitty Petit (African Studies Centre Leiden) and supported by
Hon. Julia Duncan Cassell (Minister of Gender & Development Liberia), H.E. Ibrahim Sorie
(Ambassador Siera Leone in Brussels), Hon. Sabine de Bethune (former Chair Belgian
Senate), Joseph J. Seh (Centre for Collective Learning and Action/Migrants Consortium
Against Ebola), Remco van der Veen (Cordaid), Ginny Mooy (KickEbola) with input from
other participants at the Africa Works! conference in Leiden.



