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Abstract 
 
H. Rider Haggard, the Zulus, and the iconisation of Africa 
 
Around 1880, when the colonial domination of Africa took the shape it was to keep 
until decolonization, the books of H. Rider Haggard popularized an image of African 
peoples that, together with the romance of wildlife, continues to rule the global 
stereotypes of Africa today. Two figures, one of denigration, the other of romantic 
appreciation, overshadowed this image: the witch and the warrior – and both can be 
traced to Haggard’s influence, his translation of ethnographic knowledge, and his 
20th-century popularity in film. 
 
 


